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The same man with the debonair aspect, with a real fondness for
the beauties of nature, who discussed reasonable ideas on European
politics round the tea-table, is also capable of the worst frenzies, of
the wildest exaltations and the most delirious ambitions. There are
days when, standing before a globe of the world, he will overthrow
nations, continents, geography and history, like a demiurge stricken
with madness. At other moments, he dreams of being the hero of an
everlasting peace, in which he would devote himself to the erection
of the most magnificent monuments. The advances that he is pre-
pared to make to France are dictated by a sentiment which he shares,
at least intermittently, with the majority of his countrymen, namely
the weariness of an age-long contest, and the desire to see it end at
last; this feeling is now strengthened by the memories of the Munich
interviews, by the sympathy that the person of President Daladier
aroused in him, and also by the idea that our country's evolution
tends to make it easier for her to understand the Third Reich. But
at the same time we may be certain that the Fuhrer remains true to
his wish to disintegrate the Franco-British bloc, and to stabilize peace
in the west, so as to have a free hand in the east. What plans may
be revolving already in his mind Is it Poland, Russia, the Baltic
States which, in his thoughts, will be called upon to pay the cost?
Does he himself even know?

Be that as it may, Hitler is one of those men with whom one
must never relax one's utmost vigilance, and whom one can only
trust with reservations. Personally, I do not draw the conclusion that
we should not listen to his suggestions. In these circumstances, as in
many other previous ones, I hold that the main thing is that we should
know exactly where we stand and with whom we are dealing. But
it does not follow that an attitude of abstention and negation is the
right one. Dr. Goebbels said recently, and not without reason, that
one cannot win in a lottery if one does not take at least the risk of
buying a ticket. It is our bounden duty not to neglect a single one
of the ways that lead to peace. If it so happens that Herr Hitler,
either as a feint or as a deliberate plan, engages himself far enough
on that path, it is possible that he will end by not being able to
turn back again, even if he wished.

Besides, who could predict the astounding changes of front of
which this dictator, impressionable, mutable and abnormal, may be
capable, and what will his personal destiny and that of Germany be
to-morrow ?

After the Munich conference, it was normal and necessary that one
should think of expanding the results of an agreement on which public
opinion had pinned such high hopes.

As^ matters stand to-day, Germany is expressing a wish to take
the initiative; Germany is trying to work out a formula and a plan.

If we were to turn a deaf ear, we would, to our detriment, be
providing her with the alibi which she wishes for perhaps in order
to cover her future enterprises.

Besides, the contracts she appears ready to enter into have only
a limited scope.